Applied Learning Courses
(2026-28 Cohort)

Introduction

Applied Learning (ApL) is a valued senior secondary elective subject which
complements other senior secondary subjects to form a flexible subject combination

that helps enrich students’ subject choices and
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cater for learner diversity, providing broad and
balanced learning experiences for students.
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ApL focuses on practical learning elements

linked to broad vocational and professional

fields with dual emphasis on theory and
practice. It develops students’ knowledge,

generic skills, proper values and attitudes

through simulated or authentic contexts,

as well as enhances students’

understanding of vocational and
professional  education and
training (VPET), preparing them
for further studies and work in
future.
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ApL covers six Areas of Studies,
namely Creative Studies; Media
and Communication; Business,

Management and Law; Services;

Applied Science; and Engineering and

Production. In addition, Applied Learning

Chinese (for non-Chinese speaking
students) (ApL(C)) is provided exclusively
for non-Chinese speaking (NCS) students
meeting specified circumstances'. ApL(C)

is designed to provide a simulated applied

learning context to help NCS students build a

foundation for using Chinese in the workplace and

obtain an alternative Chinese language qualification? to
prepare them for further studies and career pursuits.

The duration of each ApL course (except ApL(C)) is 180 contact
hours, generally spanning two school years at the senior secondary

level, commencing either at Secondary 4 (S4) (complete at Secondary
5 (S5)) or S5 (complete at Secondary 6 (S6)). The duration of each ApL(C)
course is 270 contact hours, spanning S4 to S6.

Regarding the 2026-28 cohort, i.e. the cohort of students sitting the 2028 Hong
Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination (HKDSE), Education Bureau
(EDB) has already approved the offer of a total of 59 ApL courses to schools and
students, including one pilot ApL course, three ApL(Vocational English)(ApL(VocE))
courses and three ApL(C) courses. Please refer to the course list for details.

1. Students who have learned Chinese Language for less than six years while receiving primary and
secondary education; or students who have learned Chinese Language for six years or more in schools, but
have been taught an adapted and simpler Chinese Language curriculum not normally applicable to the
majority of students in local schools.

. For the purpose of admission to post-secondary education programmes, ApL(C) is in general accepted as
an alternative Chinese Language qualification, but it is not considered an elective subject.
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Application for ApL Courses

All students must apply through their schools. In general, each
student can take a maximum of TWO ApL courses throughout
his/ her studies at the senior secondary level (NCS students
meeting specified circumstances can in addition take one
ApL(C) course). For the implementation details of ApL courses
(2026-28 cohort, 2028 HKDSE), please refer to EDBCM No.
48/2025. Teachers, students and parents may also visit the
EDB website (www.edb.gov.hk/apl/en) to obtain relevant
information of ApL.

Quality Assurance

The EDB has institutionalised an ApL quality assurance
mechanism involving the Curriculum Development Council
Committee on ApL, the Hong Kong Council for Accreditation
of Academic and Vocational Qualifications and the Hong Kong
Examinations and Assessment Authority (HKEAA) to ensure
that courses are developed according to the design principles;
the curriculum is delivered as designed; and the learning
outcomes of students can meet the set standards.

Assessment and Attendance Requirement

ApL courses are Category B subjects of the HKDSE and there
is no public examination for ApL subjects. The assessment
of each ApL subject comprises six to ten tasks undertaken
within the period of study. Course providers will conduct the
assessments of their respective ApL subjects while the HKEAA
is responsible for moderation of the assessment results
submitted by the course providers. After moderation, the
results of “Attained” or above will be recorded on the HKDSE
certificate. Students taking ApL courses are required to
attend lessons (e.g. lecture and e-learning) and other learning
activities (e.g. application and practice activities, site visits
and project learning) arranged by the course providers. The
attendance rate of ApL courses has to reach at least 80% of
the total contact hours.

Reporting of Performance and Recognition

The reporting of students’ performance in ApL subjects (except
for ApL(C)) is by three levels, namely, “Attained”, “Attained
with Distinction (I)” and “Attained with Distinction (ll)”.
Performance of “Attained with Distinction (I)” is deemed
comparable to Level 3 of Category A subjects of the HKDSE;
and “Attained with Distinction (ll)” is deemed comparable to
Level 4 or above of Category A subjects of the HKDSE. As for

ApL(C), students’ performance is reported as “Attained”
and “Attained with Distinction”. For all ApL subjects,
candidates with performance below the standard of “Attained”,
or whose attendance rates are below 80%, will be designated
as “Unattained” and the results will not be reported on the
HKDSE certificate.

In addition to the HKDSE qualification, students Eu.

who have successfully completed ApL courses f==rpr
that are registered in the Qualifications Register éh_'
[=]%:

(as certificate programmes at Qualifications
Framework (QF) Level 3), will obtain QF

certificates issued by the course providers. Details are available
at the Qualifications Register website (www.hkqgr.gov.hk).

Further Studies and Employment

All along, student admission in tertiary institutions has followed
the principle of institutional autonomy. For further studies in
undergraduate programmes, tertiary institutions value the
learning experiences that students acquire in ApL. ApL subjects
are recognised as elective subjects, or considered for award
of extra bonus or additional information, varying by individual
institutions, faculties or programmes. For further studies in sub-
degree programmes, the minimum entrance requirements for
Associate Degree or Higher Diploma Programmes are Level 2
in five HKDSE subjects (including Chinese Language and
English Language). Applicants are allowed to use ApL subjects.
As for ApL(C), currently, University Grants Committee-funded
universities and most post-secondary institutions accept
ApL(C) as an alternative qualification in Chinese [a]ar =[]
Language for the admission of NCS students g!' ._EJJ:‘;;':,H‘
with “Attained” as the minimum grade required. fﬂ‘%'.y 19
For details, please refer to the relevant websites pﬂ':-?

of individual institutions or the EDB website
(www.edb.gov.hk/apl/en/quality-assurance-and-recognition).

The Civil Service Bureau (CSB) accepts
students’ ApL results in the HKDSE (including
“Attained” and “Attained with Distinction”, up to
a maximum of two ApL subjects) in civil service
appointments. For details, please refer to the .

CSB website (www.csb.gov.hk/english/info/2170.html).

The CSB also accepts “Attained” and “Attained E.'MWE
with Distinction” in ApL(C) as meeting the .
Chinese language proficiency requirements of

relevant civil service ranks. For details, please El*

also refer to the CSB website
(www.csb.gov.hk/english/admin/appoint/35.html).

REEEABRERE
BY 0 AEBMERKPEREEASEERE - £—RIER
T BREBENEESHEEAIEERSHERBSEEER
(HFABTEERNIFEEBE R EE—REASEHE
f2) o BRIFEREEEE (2026-285FF ; 2028 F30&)
BIFEITEEE » BRRHEREKFEA8/20255E - HEN ~ BER
FEIFAIZEHE B E(www.edb.gov.hk/apl) LUEER FE A £
BMERIE -

BEHRE
HERERI—EHRENRATRABREERES - TH
SiiREEERNERNEEEARIZE (BFRF) 2
BpERASBERREWS - LIERREERIBHETRA
MR ~ IRRTEELETHIR » URBER BB RAEEDE
EAYIKF o

%A EER
ERBEEREBNREETBXCEEHENE » TRAR
EH - BERAZEN BN EEAZEHEFERE
FHSEHARELT - FHE TP BRARRBIRHEKBIT
EZXRABTRABRRERMUEBRTAVTENAAE - 1£5H
B EFENL LRI BEEEBPECRET LE
] - IZREEREERENEE LR FHRREREEER
HRRE (NBRNETFRE ) REMBEEE (WERA
MERLE  SBNEEME) - BEAS2ERENHER
D IREZIHEERAFAI80% ©

PRAREES K B EE SR o]

FERBEME (BR2EHXERIN) NBERBERD B
=t TER, > TERURREER (1) A TEET
RRERER (1) 4 » EFAXRKFER (1) 1 HRJFKE
Wi AEFEAEFEPECREARENBEZRONE
MERURRERE (1) 4 BRBKERBRBFR
BEAPBEEEAREMBENMBRN LU ERIRE - F
RERBEDP AS%5 "EF, N "ERALRR
BR, MESK FMEEREZEEME  TEXH
B TEFE I WKFEHEEERTES0% BRER
TRER, @ EL T EEEEFECREE LER -

BESTEEAEI > BERYERERSE mars
REBLZMOEABERE (BREEEE Tk
EoHMBERR) 0 NRERRIBEEIER A
BEEEEEE FETIEEELmEE ErAE
(www.hkgr.gov.hk ) ©

-

HEME

AERRWE—ERERB ERAETT - SABBR LR
REME » AERREBREEERASZEMBENEEKL
B o ERIRR - BiREREEUERSEEN BFREER
B TR HEFRIAINEEER - FERBU
ARIEALE BIR2LTRUNSRCEBRENREAREX
EEEAFEXEEAEPAN (BFEPEEXH KE
BIFESCFL) ENISSEZMRAiE - FAEATIRERASEH
BRIRE - ERZ2EFRXAHE  BBAXBRHEENEZE

S EISE I E SRbEl AP S L i
B HEAARSRABESNE RBE B

(www.edb.gov.hk/apl/ftc/quality-assurance-and-recognition)

RERBERBESTAREEEHANRE
(BFE "EE, kR "EEURRTER, » UK
ZEtEMH)  FRF2RABEEHERNE
(www.csb.gov.hk/tc_chi/info/2170.html ) o

NEEEHEBTEMERBE R XH " EZ M ERTR
RER MEANSERAKERMAOPE 401
NHENER  #ENHLEABEEHREE I
(www.csb.gov.hk/tc_chi/admin/appoint/35.html) o El

1%

| \4

[EREERTE
(2026-28 £ )

/&

ERS2ERREENSHEEHE - &
Hie S H EEWHER - BREERN
HEHS  EERLEBBEE - B

BEZRY  RBLERBEEMSEM
BEEE ERSEEEEANSZERER =
HEEBRMERAEERE 7 o

REERITE  SOEENEE L : L <&
EERERBEOMNE £33
B EROEEBAEE B\ mmﬂ;) b4

BEBAERPINEREBESETH 11011

’ o o i 1101110
B BREABRAMRIEF LR 0111011

)

<

ERREHRE N EREHE
B AERE FERE
E BE EREREREXER
HEREE, MIERE
B BREBTABTERER M
JEFERERHNERBRE G
(FEEZEBLEER) (T "EREE
hY, ) ERBEDNSHEBIEES
BAREERNERSZIEEEM M
PR ERISE R P X9 ER » LLRENS
—th &R BABRMEETFLER o

BERASERRE (BERBBHNRSI) HRBR
180/\B¥ » E—MRIERT @ SREEVEBRIES P M
BRE - TR EER (PhRTE/k) R H AR
(H7\5ERk)  MEERRASRE F ERIZAIERIEI K270
B 0 (EREEAREIS PN E AN o

#i2026-28F[F » EMEE2028 FHEEPEURER (UEH) BIER » H
BREHZSERASEREMBRRBLERE  HhaE—(ERASE
AERE ZEERARE (HXEFE) RER=EERASENXRE -
1ERSRRE—ER -

1. BAEFEERS/\BYE MBS R PR DA EERE ; RLEERRBEBREENEEAF
BB ERSR] - BEIF R R —EERET R R PR ERZ R E - MARRRE MR
TEAREM AR EA BRI BE

2. {FEE LHERER - ERBEPXAME SRR AR M RBIRER
BHE  BTEHRAEEHE -

PR s ) R ST — ErpE  HERERRER
| ERRATRERE BEE: 3698 3186 {HE : 2714 2456 ST EReEE
N ) BEB T HL : aplinfo@edb.gov.hk

#85E : www.edb.gov.hk/apl



E 2RI BEKTE R SRIZIROUMIE o HEES — coz . ] . e
Area of Studies Course Cluster Subject Code Course "¢ Course Provider Medium of Instruction L i - :_ - PR FRIEAER] FIERE BT SRAZIRMME © HEEE
SRS SRAZAARI FERES EYE EN{;E” SRIZIRMHEE sf\l:te ) HEEE BT ES B e bl B RS smpe B mioin s o syEzES Area of Studies Course Cluster Subject Code Course Note 1 Course Provider "> | Medium of Instruction
1. walEamst —_—_ Area of Studies Course Cluster Subject Code Course Course Provider Medium of Instruction Area of Studies Course Cluster Subject Code Course N Course Provider "°*®? | Medium of Instruction
736 Cultural and Creative Product VTC Chinese or . ) e . - = BERF R ERIRIL
Design English 18 RAMIE (R3O Y B =B 3. EERLR sz formation Eneneering| | 706 | ° B HKBU (SCE) Chinese or
726 Practical Translation LIFE Chinese and ‘ ‘ 610 Fundamental CICE Chinese Sl [=flles English
R ) EmE Y (CHI-ENG) English EA R &R Cosmetology
AT . BEREgES o Personal and = PR B
Er ) . . ch : : as, y -
Design Studies 676 Fashion Image Design vic El:;ﬁsehor 19. B HRE R BAXE * PR HEE Community Services 36. LECTIREARRTS HKCT 22574 640 > i?/;t?;n Studies HKU (SPACE) Chinese or
@ Eﬁéﬁyﬂ: 731 ?pplled Ja[C)a::ese and LIFE C?Inese and s HEZ% 733 Gerontech and Services Chinese EngIISh
== 5 =n= . = apanese Culture apanese ervices
3. éﬁﬁézﬁﬁlﬁﬁaﬁaa i EFIESZ*I Language and P IE&EE HE?%I*E 55 ﬁi&ﬁﬁm q:xﬁﬁﬁx
. 668 Interior and Event Spatial VTC Chinese or Culture 20. £EHERBFXI * X R HEE Engineering Services Engineerin 698 " Railwa i HKCT Chinese or
oy Design English = : O 23 4 T A = and 9 9 Railway Studies X
- g g HRAREE 732 Everyday Japanese and HKU (SPACE) Chinese and BRI 37. REFRREE LB B English
“a Aﬂ\'/ . e o SRR EE Japanese Culture Japanese Food Science 735 Food Technology and VTC Chinese or ‘
\v" »" 4. BRSHEEIRENEEYE P GES Communication oo Enere ey —— .
d % 669 Computer Game and VTC Chinese or 1. BEEE B AL th B E8sE - 742 UAV and Low-altitude UOWCHK Chinese or
. Animation Design English 725 Korean Language and LIFE Chinese and 592 * ?§%+§% i HKU (SPACE) FRSC e cro’sh
RIEERE Culture Korean Moudn ation in Chinese Chinese
Creative o 5. HEEERATEREUE FRNER X edicine
Studies r\ﬁf:ﬂs 707 Digital Comic Design and HKU (SPACE) Chinese or " 57. BRI ® Fh37
Production English . - . 30, (EEEEIRETE LB 700 Chinese in Practical HKBU(SCE) Chi
ZitREm 2. BT PR EE 618 Health Care Practice CICE Chinese or e e
Accounting and 744 CSRIEE . VTC Chinese or English B
6. TiTEEEIE thyr Finance Accounting in Action English BRI RS BRI
710 Popular Music Production HKCT Chinese 2 40. BFELERFIE AR ENHESL (FFEERBLER ) 743 58. {HEAHX * HKU(SPACE) FR3C
23. AT EHEmEm — a2 8iE R EET ical Sci 660 Medical Laboratory HKU (SPACE) Chinese or el ezl Silicse Communicative Chinese Chinese
RENE = ES Medical Science : = i
SEISE HKIT Chi Science English (for non-Chinese speaking students)
7. BUH - mIEEW 4 sy 693 ’Q' A_PpllcaSOP 5 finese or and Health Care
; usiness Data nglis e = %
e 599 Taking a Chance HIKAPA Chinese N EMEERES L 699 | VEBEX HKCT o
TR on Dance 24, BIEFERRIE PR BT 741 Pet Care and Grooming vTC Chinese or ractical Ghinese nese
Performing Arts . . 734 Innovation and HKU (SPACE) Chinese or English -
577 8. ﬁ%ﬁ?’lﬁmﬂéﬁoﬁﬁﬁ A - EFK Zmum Entrepreneurship English FE IR 0. EEEEE — A NOTE 1
Theatre Arts Chinese Business Studies - gp.p"ed 713 ' Reh;;ilitaﬁtion Care CICE Chin;s? o BREESDBBEEESI BERITHCHEMNEES In addition to the HKDSE qualification, students who have successfully
Pyttt 25, SRR AR FASCEIZE clence Practice English MUERBRRER (BEREFERES=E225E) - completed ApL courses that are registered in the Qualifications Register (as
o E 730 Introduction to Fintech HKU (SPACE) Chinese or NEEERE MR ER S EEEEE . EAEBhy certificate programmes at Qualifications Framework (QF) Level 3) will obtain
9. BIEISEERELEIE Y e Business, English 43, JEF DI A E T (FFEEBEFA) (T4 "EABZH, ) mygmE QF certificates issued by the course providers. Applied Learning Chinese (for
) 711 Digital Media and Radio HKU (SPACE) Chinese or Management 26. B RBMTIZSEEMR — 662  Applied Psycholo LIFE Chinese or BEE—HEL=HEN MEMSE (Bxx:E) g|m  non-Chinese speaking students) (ApL(C)) is pegged at QF Level 1 to Level 3,
w8, & . . AN E R PP Y gy : 7 C :
E - TigHEEE Blierlisten English and Law 740 ATE4E UOWCHK Chinots or DIRE English EEREE _RES=REY - SEERS2hy /R and Applied Learning (Vocational English) (ApL(VocE)) is pegged at QF Level 2
Films, TV and KOL Marketing and Enalish Psychology . B2 (MEEE) WBL ST RBRIETR D) Dl to Level 3. Students taking ApL(C)/ApL(VocE) will obtain the respective QF
Broadcasting Studies oy RSB ET Generative Al nglis 44, BRDEE FRSZENZESL RUEEER - @R Ri (eSS Rsere : certificate(s) issued by the course providers upon meeting the [&]ia ]
702 10. BEEAE VTC Chinese or 691 " Practical Psychol HKBU (SCE) Chinese or ool bttty . assessment and attendance requirements of different QF levels of ¥
Filrn Production hines i ractical Psychology English HEMRAINEEEEES - FEAEERRM . X i X
nglish 737 27. B MRER UOWCHK =234 EE ( . 0] the courses. Details are available at the Qualifications Register
Modern Logistics Studies Chinese < - - " www.hkar.gov.hk) website (www.hkgr.gov.hk)
EFIIESZ*I 45, ﬁ;}j&ﬁﬁﬁﬁgiﬁﬁ EPIEE*I A S g**gz;ﬁﬁ/\\ 2025/26 'Eg'ﬂiqq%&*afﬂ o ’ i ’ : ’ X .
718 1. BSES Chin;::or T 674 Exercise and Fitness HKCT Chinese or a ;;;“ED_I {:éé_ @ 4*;_ E‘JE%Z ff ~ A The course will not be available for Secondary 4 in the 2025/26 s.y.
Digital Advertising HKU (SPACE) Enalish S 28 ERWEEH Y e EE Coaching English - a” o e JaAtE A For courses marked with “A”, only one course could be taken by a student.
9 lesel Biees 672 Law Enforcement in HKBU (SCE) Chinese or Sports T o * BERRHER_ME " * ., RRAVEREE - * For courses marked with “%”, only one course could be taken by a student.
DALt R Hong Kong English 46. fé}ﬁ:};)siﬁ;ﬁﬁz & FRXCEER X * Ej@ Fx | FRREORRAE - o * For courses marked with “%”, only one course could be taken by a student.
ey | 719 |12 Zaman S| weuson | Coneser S 27| et MEOESE | BT BRSANATSH_M 7L TR - 4 For courses marked with 4, only one course in the course aluster could
edia Production Multimedia Storyteling @ : B BERREE—E "W, FRAREE - be taken by a student.
and Public Relations English 688 29. iﬁ%&ﬂbpﬂitﬁfﬁéﬁr # S n&)_tﬁjiﬁsz & BEOTMEE—E "+, ETARE - B For courses marked with “m”, only one course could be taken by a student.
= - atisserie and Café inese or e '@ ERERARILERE B "HE—AIFFHERE < Forcourses marked with “¢”, only one course could be taken by a student
13. AR S IXRRIEEN A e TS o BRI : : e TS @ Q@ EurElERtzm L e CRAR th % only one could be taken by a student.
708 PR and Multimedia HKCT Chinese or RERBRTE Sl Englien 727 e et vTC Chinese or #2 (CLAP-TECH) , EfBIf9—#% - EtEIS#EREER @ The course marked with “@” is a pilot course which is part of the CLAP-
R EE Communication English T ——— it A I iéF | ?sli%:m?ﬁldﬁ B English SRARNB BT - BRI - FBRHERIZR IS — TFCQ project tgat aims to develop alearning pathway with the engagement
Ll — 30. AN B R # B, ivil, Electrical an EESeABHENEERE - of industries. For details, please contact the course provider, HKBU(SCE).
Coxen?l';ii';f(’ion 14, @Fﬁ%&% (B%HEE) — % 616 Western Cuisine vic Crélnelgehor Mechanical Engineering 43 B REERTTE AR ER R - coT -
715 f xlfcliaLearnin VTC ®X nats 683 Electrical and Energy VTC Chinese or A= NOTE 2 L r——
(Vlz)?:ational Engl?sh) _ English g 31, HUSAsEEARRTS Y Diglnseiluny English CICE BIEitEERE Caritas Institute of Community Education
" - 709 Airport Operations and HKCT Chinese or iy HKAPA BREERT The Hong K i
English Communication @‘ ® Sel?vices p Enciien . 49, ) T ESSEERHHE A KU (SPAGE :cl::r?;gjz*jc §Z§§§+E e in; _ong Academy f0|" Pgrformlng A'rts . -
15. EAIEE (BEHE) — » S RRIE — Al and Robotics ( ) Emelsehor HKBU (SCE) | E& RS ABEFENEZME School of Continuing Education, Hong Kong Baptist University
%5 R PR &S EE - @ Hospitality Services —— — = nglis HKCT FEBFEEIELA Hong Kong College of Technology
== Rk 723 Applied Learning HKCT English - 615 ’ I/-Iotﬁelsolgerations VTC Chinese or TIERAE 50. BEGSEIERR SRS HKIT FBBHHE FERR Hong Kong Institute of Technology
Language and (I;/r:)ﬁiastLOPoa:'”BEnsgiuZ?s_S y Services English Engineering e on 684 Computer Forensic HKU (SPACE) Chinese or HKU (SPACE) | &8 AEBEEEEM: School of Professional and Continuing Education, The University of Hong Kong
Culture 9 uSIness Services i P and. HATE Technology English LIFE SRABIFEEIEZRR Lingnan Institute of Further Education
16. FEFIEEZE (BE) — = 33. $MEASE R u Y E Y roduction Information Engineering e o
MELBERS 704 Child Care and CICE Chinese or . FREEEY UOWCHK | &:&{EMEE: UOW College Hong Kong
716 Applied Learning (Vocational HKU (SPACE) E*fzh EA Kt &ERFE Development English 738 Cybersecurity HKCT Cg:gﬁ:hor VTC B % 2I#RfZ Vocational Training Council
English) — English for Service ngis Personal and fi&st REMARK
i it i 34. 4 = B SEETEN . H-n ) .
Ercie‘shs_mnals A Community Services 665 glhgifffé 2re and [ VG Eﬁéﬁfﬁ 52. Esmﬂﬁiﬁ‘ﬁ‘ﬂ B EEL EGEBRE « B« RAIRERER: - BBl Students in aided, government and caput schools, schools under the Direct Subsidy
17 BIBREE — M Py . English 714 eSports Technology and HKU (SPACE) Chinese or BRSO AR B e R R e AT RsT Scheme and special schools with senior secondary classes studying the senior secondary
739 Creative Eng!lsh = LIFE English Management English BB AT ShRENEL  WENSEEHEE=E  curriculum prepared by the Curriculum Development Council and published for use in
Cultural Tourism bt schools by EDB will be fully subsidised by EDB to take ApL courses.




